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now maintain upon the continent cannot be supported at
less expense; and that we are, therefore, about to exhaust
our country in a distant quarrel, and to lavish our blood
and treasure with useless profusion.

This profusion, my lords, is useless, at least useless to
any other end, than an ostentatious display of our forces,
and our riches; not because the balance of power is irre-
coverably destroyed, not because it is contrary to the
natural interest of an island to engage in wars on the con-
tinent, nor because we shall lose more by the diminution
of our commerce, than we shall gain by an annual victory.
It is useless, not because the power of France has by long
negligence been suffered to swell beyond all opposition,
nor because the queen of Hungary ought not to be assisted
at the hazard of this kingdom, though all these reasons are
of importance enough to claim our consideration. It is
useless, my lords, because the queen of Hungary may be
assisted more powerfully, at less charge; because a third
part of this sum will enable her to raise, and to maintain,
a greater body of men than have now been sent her.

Nor will the troops which she may be thus enabled to
raise, my lords, be only more numerous, but more likely to
prosecute the war with ardour; and to conclude it, there-
fore, with success. They will fight for the preservation of
their own country, they will draw their swords to defend
their h'ouses and their estates, their wives and their
children from the rage of tyrants and invaders; they will
enter the field as men who cannot leave it to their ene-
mies without resigning all that makes life valuable; and
who will, therefore, more willingly die than turn their
backs.

It may reasonably be imagined, my lords, that the queen
will place more confidence in such forces, than in troops
which are to fight only for honour or for pay; and that she
will expect from the affection of her own subjects, a degree
of zeal and constancy which she cannot hope to excite in
foreigners; and that she will think herself more secure in
the protection of those whose fidelity she may secure by
the-solemnity of an oath, than those who have ho par-